DETAILED 3 Week Break Down of Class Activities

Week 1
W1 Class 1 – introduction to class, rhetoric, course goals

a) Take the roll, deal with crashers

b) Introduce yourself and the class; hand out materials - syllabus, assignments, etc.
c) Give overview of RWS 100 and discuss how it is different from previous writing classes students have likely experienced (focus on argument, non-fiction texts, critical reading, rhetorical analysis/strategies NOT summary, etc. See powerpoint “week 1, class 1.”)

d) Go over the syllabus and set expectations

e) Do introductions (pair up and play an introduction game – see “ice-breakers” file)
f) Use powerpoint slides to introduce rhetoric, argument, rhetorical strategies, etc. 

g) If there’s time, do short exercises examining newspaper headlines and how they frame an issue, or look at advertisements, images, etc., to illustrate the rhetorical reading/analysis/concepts (see powerpoint file.) Examine pictures in the powerpoint slides – ask questions about strategies, purpose, audience, etc.
HOMEWORK: ask students to give writing sample, do questionnaire, and/or describe previous experience with writing/reading. 

W1 Class 2 – introduction to some key concepts + practice applying them 
a) If you asked for writing sample/questionnaire, discuss this; talk about differences between writing at high school and at university, & writing in English class vs. composition/rhetoric class.

b) Introduce key concepts and terms for first part of semester (argument, claims, reasons, project, charting, etc.)
c) Tell students why the course is important – how being able to interpret arguments, locate claims and evidence, analyze moves and strategies, and evaluate arguments are crucial skills. They are central to business, professional life, academic study and critical thinking (see powerpoint “week1 class 2,” esp WPA/LSAT/GMAT/GRE slides and excerpts).
d) Show “SubText,” an animated representation of a man composing an email in which he asks a woman out. Discuss audience, purpose, persuasion, construction of ethos, strategies, etc., The man “thinks aloud” as he writes, and we glimpse what goes on “in his head” as he composes. (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=400w4XnjElI) 
Next, do the “Email exercise” – students write email message excusing a late paper, asking the professor to still accept it, beg forgiveness, etc. Have students read out their emails; list and discuss the strategies they use. Use this exercise to make the concepts more concrete, and to explore audience, purpose, strategies, persuasion, ethos, etc. Show examples of really bad email messages sent to professors in the past, how poorly they understand their audience, the ethos they construct, etc., and give some tips on how to communicate over email with professors.
e) If there is time, examine some more short texts in order to illustrate rhetorical concepts. 

f) Toward end of class examine the 1950s Marlboro advertisement image. Do some basic analysis – argument, claims, evidence, strategies, etc.

HOMEWORK: each student finds an ad of their own and locates argument, claims, evidence, strategies. Write this up and bring to next class
Week 2
W2 Class 1 - introduction to key concepts + practice applying them (continued)
a) Have some students show the ads they chose and explain their analysis. Try to move the conversation away from what the ad says to how it appeals to an audience – what it does.
b) Quick review of concepts and class goals. Explain strategies and ethos, pathos and logos.
Model how to identify these elements by looking at short texts – more ads, a video text, etc. 

c) Show students the ads in powerpoint “week 2, class 1,” esp. the antismoking ads. You may also wish to revisit previous ads/texts discussed in class and focus on strategies and appeals.

d) Give short sample arguments and in groups have students identify argument, claims, evidence and strategies (can use examples in “Handout Basic terms of argument 1.doc”)

HOMEWORK: Give students a short text to analyze (e.g. Kristof’s “War & Wisdom,” the Kid Rock “Citizen Soldier” video, Rifkin’s “Change of Heart,” etc.) and ask them to identify argument, support, claims, strategies, ethos, pathos, logos.

W2 Class 2 Saying/Doing, Pre-reading/Critical Reading, Charting, 

a) Go over homework. Have students volunteer to share work. Praise, clarify, discuss responses.
b) Examine short text from homework in detail. 
c) Discuss issues of genre, audience, etc. See powerpoint “week 2 class 2” for teaching materials.

d) Introduce the saying/doing materials, and model how to use this with some examples, or revisit previous ads/texts and use the verbs from the list.

e) Introduce the practice of “charting” or “clumping” of texts. Explain the value of these practices.
f) In groups, have students decide how to chart text and be prepared to share the logic behind their decisions. Share out and discuss the choices made by groups.

g) Introduce pre-reading strategies, active/critical reading, and rhetorical reading (see handouts on “critical reading” and “rhetorical reading.”) Do the critical reading quiz (“‘Careful, You Might Run Out of Planet’: SUVs and the Exploitation of the American Myth”)
h) If time permits, give students Rifkin’s “A Change of Heart about Animals.” Begin discussion of the text. See file “Rifkin - discussion starters and how to read the text.doc” Begin charting, identifying argument, claims, reasons, moves, strategies. If there is not enough time, may wish to assign some of this as homework.

HOMEWORK: Give students Bleich’s “California’s Higher Education Debacle.” Have students practice skills learned so far – identifying argument, claims, evidence, charting, ethos, pathos, logos, etc.
Week 3
W3 Class 1: Rhetorical analysis and preparing for first paper with low stakes assignment (Rifkin)

a) Review of Bleich homework – praise and redirect as necessary. As a whole class, collaborate on draft statement of argument and claims. (IF you want, can do rhetorical précis – have students complete template for Bleich.)

b) In groups, produce list of strategic moments in Bleich. Share out and discuss. Reinforce and rephrase their insights, modeling appropriate language and pushing students to go from what, to how, to why.

c) Model a well developed one paragraph analysis (or just use one of the examples)

d) Show sample student papers which model sections of assignment 1 using Rifkin as example.

e) Explain the first major assignment – students will produce an “account” of the argument, and this account will involve identifying and analyzing argument, claims and rhetorical strategies. 

f) Emphasize that rhetorical analysis will be at the center of the first paper, and that this is not the same as summarizing. Some summary will be done, but it will be focused on argument and should help set up the larger discussion of strategies.

g) Emphasize that rhetorical analysis needs to include discussion of 1. what, 2. how, 3. why. That is, 1) describe the strategy (what). 2. Provide interpretation and analysis of how the strategy works (how). 3. explain why the author chose to use this strategy (purpose and audience).

HOMEWORK. If you want to give homework, you could give students a short text and have them practice doing assignment 1 with it. Have them hand it in next class. If you plan to discuss the papers in class, ask students to submit papers to Blackboard. ALTERNATIVELY, just have them read Pinker.

W3 Class 2:
a) Ask students to discuss any difficulties or insights they experienced while doing the practice assignment.

b) Get student papers and work with them on the projector. Discuss what works and where improvements could be made. Relate to what will need to be done in first major paper.

c) Go over the first major assignment, take questions, and discuss the extra work you expect to see in it (compared to homework).

d) If you wish, have students complete a brief survey asking them to reflect on the work done so far.

e) Preview OR begin work on Postman. Start a discussion about the general issues, poll students on their thoughts/assumptions. 

f) Assign “jigsaw” homework – background research to be done in groups that will help explain the text.
HOMEWORK: read first major text. In groups, present results of jigsaw work.

