Some First Class Ice-breakers & Getting to Know You Activities

The focus of these activities is to help students get to know each other, help you remember students names/backgrounds, and also provide an opportunity for students to exchange email addresses/phone numbers so that if they miss class and need information they have somebody to contact. If you like, you can also take pictures of students in groups, write down each person’s name, print the photos out and keep them next to your roll so you remember them faster.
1. The Interview + present your partner strategy

Give students a handout with a list of interview questions (major, past writing experiences, favorite movies, books, music, nickname, home town, special talent, hobby, or interest, future career plans, etc.)  Have students pair up and interview each other. Students must introduce their partner (makes sure they know one other person).  

Variation I: include questions relating to course theme. E.g. what sort of change do you think is possible for people of your generation to make? What sort of change do you hope to effect in your future/career?
 
Variation II: include “Actors Studio” questions 
You can go all “actor’s studio” and have them ask questions such as “if you were an animal, what kind of animal would you be and why?”; their most/least liked words; what sound or noise they love/hate; what profession would they not like to do; if Heaven exists, what would they like to hear God say when they arrive at the Pearly Gates?

Variation III: Tell two truths and one lie
Include in interview a section that asks students to include 2 true things about themselves and one lie. The class will later have to guess which is which.

Variation IV: get creative
What super power would you most like to have? If you could have dinner with any person, living or dead, who would it be and why? if you were going to write a book, it would be about...What are you most worried or excited about for this year? The person who has been most influential in your life is...

2. The Common ground strategy
Put students in groups and give them 5 minutes to write a list of everything they all have in common. Tell them to avoid the obvious ("we're all taking this course"). Try to find interesting/entertaining things. When time is up, ask each group how many items they have listed. When doing this get students to exchange emails/phone numbers with group members, and tell them that if they miss class and need information contact these people first. If you like, you can also take pictures of the groups, write down each person’s name, print the photos out and keep for reference. 

3. The I've done something you haven't strategy
Have each person introduce themselves and then state something they have done that they think no one else in the class has done. If someone else has also done it, the student must state something else until he/she finds something that no one else has done. Can be paired with the common ground strategy above.
4. Name Tag Game 
(from http://courses.dsu.edu/fss/GS100/Ice%20Breakers/Ice%20breakers.doc) 
Hand out 3x5 index cards and ask students to print their first name (in large letters) and one interesting/unusual fact or experience about themselves.  Students walk around the room reading the names and statements about their classmates (they are not supposed to talk). Encourage them to try and relate the name with the statement and the individual’s face, which will help them remember the classmate’s name
