Starter Sentences for Source Integration

Integrating one source into a text: 
1. XXX argues (maintains, insists) that ____________________.

(Many possibilities for verbs here. See back.)
2. According to X, ____________________________________.

3. Ellen Ochoa, X points out, is both a musician and a scientist.

4. This text, by XXX, is focused upon ___________________________.
5. The principal claim that Dr. King makes in this letter is that African-Americans can no longer wait to enjoy the rights already given to them by the United States Constitution (3).
7. As Dr. King notes (2), there were a variety of reasons for him to come to Birmingham.

8. It can be argued, as X does, that the most important influence on Dr. King was racial segregation (192).

Synthesizing and/or integrating material from more than one source:  
9. The three authors consulted agree that Dr. King was the principal leader in the Montgomery bus boycott (Lewis 19, Stirs 21, MacDonald 121).

10. Historians have long assumed that it was Dr. King who began the boycott.  However, new research indicates that ___________________________ (Markham 123, West 22).

11. Though Watson points out that there were many people involved in SNCC and CORE, Branch argues that it was Dr. King who put the civil rights issues on the national agenda (23).
12. Although Dr. King’s biography (Walker) says little about his disagreements with other clergy, King’s letter has a great deal to say about his disagreements and disappointments with the elite clergy of Birmingham (10-12). 

Explaining why your claim about the leader is important

13. Understanding the influence of Gandhi and his plea for non-violent protest is important because Dr. King was under a great deal of pressure to resort to violence in the Civil Rights Movement (Branch).

14.  Although these specific experiences that Dr. King had may seem trivial, they are central to his later development as a leader.

15. This discussion of King’s Christianity is, in fact, addressing the larger matter of non-violence.

16. It can be concluded, then, that the most important contributions of Dr. King were his insistence upon non-violence and his involvement in the Birmingham protests.

Categories of verbs for summaries and quotations 
(Graff & Berkenstein, p. 37)

Making a claim: argue, assert, claim, emphasize, insist, observe, remind us, report, suggest. [Notice some are stronger than others.]
Expressing agreement with a writer: acknowledge, admire, agree, celebrate the fact that, corroborate, do not deny, endorse, extol, praise, reaffirm, support, verify.

Questioning or disagreeing: complain, complicate, contend, contradict, deny, deplore the tendency to, disavow, question, refute, reject, renounce, repudiate.

Verbs for making recommendations: advocate, call for, demand, encourage, exhort, implore, plead, recommend, urge, and warn.    
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