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RWS 200: RHETORIC OF WRITTEN ARGUMENT IN CONTEXT
Course Syllabus

Spring 2011 * Section 61* T/Th 12:30 pm to 1:45 pm * AH 2111
Instructor: Bridget Malaney


Office: Adams Humanities (AH) 3178

Email: bridget.malaney@gmail.com

Office Hours: T 11:00am to 12:00pm

            Mailbox: RWS Main Office, AH 3138

Course Description and Objectives: 

RWS 200 is one of several courses in the area of general education defined as “Communication and Critical Thinking.” Focusing particularly on argument, this course emphasizes four essential general education capacities: the ability to 1) construct, analyze and communicate argument, 2) contextualize phenomena, 3) negotiate differences, and 4) apply theoretical models to the real world. This course advances general education by helping students understand the general function of writing, speaking, visual texts, and thinking within the context of the university at large, rather than within specific disciplines. In addition to featuring the basic rules and conventions governing composition and presentation, RWS 200 establishes intellectual frameworks and analytical tools that help students explore, construct, critique, and integrate sophisticated texts.

Within this framework of four general capacities, the course realizes four closely related subsidiary goals. These goals focus on helping students


1) craft well-reasoned arguments for specific audiences; 

2) analyze a variety of texts commonly encountered in the academic setting; 

3) situate discourse within social, generic, cultural, and historic contexts; and 

4) assess the relative strengths of arguments and supporting evidence. 

Our student learning outcomes for RWS 200 are closely aligned with these goals and capacities, and reflect the program’s overall objective of helping students attain “essential skills that underlie all university education.” 

Assignment Types: the following outcomes are directly related to the three main writing projects or "assignment types" for the course.  Students will be able to:
1. Construct an account of an argument and identify elements of context embedded in it, the clues that show what the argument is responding to--both in the sense of what has come before it and in the sense that it is written for an audience in a particular time and place; examine a writer’s language in relation to audience, context and community; 

2. follow avenues of investigation that are opened by noticing elements of context; research those elements and show how one's understanding of the argument is developed, changed, or evolved by looking into its context;

3. given the common concerns of two or more arguments, discuss how the claims of these arguments modify, complicate or qualify one another;

4. consider their contemporary, current life as the context within which they are reading the arguments assigned in the class; position themselves in relation to these arguments and additional ones they have researched in order to make an argument; draw on available key terms, concepts or frameworks of analysis to help shape the argument. 

Outcomes across the semester: the following points describe outcomes to work on throughout the semester, to be attained over the 15 weeks.  Students will be able to:

5. Building on the work done in RWS 100, students will be able to: articulate what argument a text is making; describe the work that is done by each section of the argument; describe elements of the argument—claims, methods of development, kinds of evidence, persuasive appeals; translate an argument into their own words; 

6. understand and incorporate all aspects of the writing process--including prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and proofreading;

7. articulate what key terms, definitions, concepts, statements of a problem or issue are established by a text;

8. investigate and articulate how an argument is positioned—based on certain kinds of assumptions, located in a way of thinking and representing issues from a point of view;

9. work with multiples sources in a paper, deciding what to include and what to exclude, choosing an effective structure, and creating significant relationships among sources;

10. analyze and assess arguments made by visual texts; incorporate visual images into their documents;

11. craft a cohesive paper, and use effective metadiscourse to articulate the project of the paper and guide a reader through it;

12. describe their own papers and reflect on how they wrote them; differentiate between the content of their texts and the language and rhetorical strategies they employ;

13. assign significance to the arguments they read;

14. revise their own work effectively, re-reading previous work and re-envisioning it in the light of reflection, feedback, further reading and new sources of information;

15. edit their writing for the grammar and usage conventions appropriate to the project.

About Blackboard
I frequently use Blackboard to post assignments and paper prompts, send out announcements and post grades. Homework assignments and any needed supplementary materials will periodically be posted on Blackboard. Please also check Blackboard for last minute announcements before class. 
Grades
	Two Formal Academic Papers

(100 points each)
	200pts

	One Semester-Long Project

(200 points)
	200pts

	Related coursework (Reading and writing exercises, quizzes)
	75pts

	Attendance/Participation
	25pts

	Total
	200pts


Grading is on a point system that will be converted into a letter grade at the end of the semester.  

Policies

· Attendance and Participation: There is no substitute for attending class. Students are allowed no more than two excused absences during the semester. You should reserve these two absences for sickness, car trouble, family issues etc.—otherwise any unexpected or emergency situations. After these two “free days” each absence will result in two points being subtracted from your attendance grade. Excessive tardiness will also lower your class participation grade—please do not come into my classroom after a 5 minute “grace period”. Plan sufficient time for traffic and parking. Students are requested to sign in at the beginning of class. 
· Note that extracurricular events are generally not acceptable absences; however, student athletes should get in touch with me during the first two weeks of the semester. 

· Students are expected to participate actively in class. Expect to demonstrate excellent preparation for the day’s lesson, including but not limited to: having completed readings and homework and arriving to class with all required materials on time. Be ready to grapple critically with texts, significantly contribute to discussion, and demonstrate ongoing active involvement. 

· Cell phones/Laptops, etc.: Students should turn off (not switch to vibrate) all electronic equipment when you come to class, including cell phones, laptops, portable music players and all such devices. If you opt to use your phone in class (INCLUDING TEXTING), you will be asked to leave and it will count as one of your absences. 
· Respect: It is vital that students listen and speak respectfully in class, particularly since the reading will spark discussion on controversial and personal issues. I also prioritize class discussion/group work as a key part of learning and critical thinking. Here are some good ground rules on maintaining classroom respect created by students. I’m happy to add to/modify this list as the semester goes on.

· Speakers should aim to:

· Keep disagreements focused on the issues (don’t get personal) 

· Speak up so everyone can hear

· Address the group, not just the teacher or another individual

· Listeners should aim to: 

· Respect the speaker (don’t interrupt or carry on other conversations)

· Use positive body language. 
· Late/missed assignments: Note that your three major assignments will only be accepted for two days (not class days) after the due date, with 3 points subtracted for each late day. In-class assignments and homework cannot be handed in late, made up, or emailed. Students with evidence of an excused absence (i.e. doctor’s note) may make up work, but the responsibility to make arrangements is solely with the student.
· Revisions: Each student is allowed one revision of a major assignment throughout the semester. The revision will be due one week after the paper is handed back at the beginning of class, along with the original graded paper and rubric. Your “new” grade will be averaged with the original grade. 
· Plagiarism: “One important reason we write is to enable ourselves to engage in a kind of thinking that would otherwise be beyond us, that is, extended thinking in which ideas are linked by complex logical and linguistic connections,” according to composition theorists Richard Young and Patricia Sullivan. This is precisely what makes plagiarism such an egregious offense. Writing allows us to engage in the complex critical thinking skills expected of the university (not to mention will serve you in life), and therefore plagiarizers miss the point of the course altogether. Not to mention it’s illegal.  Carefully consider the following SDSU policy:
Plagiarism shall be defined as the act of incorporating ideas, words, or specific substance of another, whether purchased, borrowed, or otherwise obtained, and submitting same to the University as one's own work to fulfill academic requirements without giving credit to the appropriate source. Plagiarism shall include but not be limited to (a) submitting work, either in part or in whole, completed by another; (b) omitting footnotes for ideas, statements, facts, or conclusions that belong to another; (c) omitting quotation marks when quoting directly from another, whether it be a paragraph, sentence, or part thereof; (d) close and lengthy paraphrasing of the writings of another (f) submitting as one's own work papers purchased from research companies.
The minimum consequence for plagiarism in this course is a 50% (F) on the assignment. More significant consequences, including reporting the plagiarism to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities may be imposed. Needless to say, the best policy is to always turn in only your own work.  If you have questions concerning plagiarism and citing sources, refer to http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/search.php, any MLA handbook, or ask me directly. I will be utilizing the school’s plagiarism software throughout the semester. 

· Academic Accommodation: Students with verified disabilities should speak with me during the first two weeks of class regarding any sanctioned academic adjustments required for successful completion of the course. 
Assignments
Coursework includes responses to readings, written essays and revisions, in-class assignments, presentations and quizzes. The bulk of the work will revolve around the two major essays and one semester-long assignment. Assignments must be word-processed, in MLA format, and submitted in hard copy (not email) on time. Note that these assignments correlate to the main learning outcomes for RWS 200.
Current- Events, 


Pop-Culture, 


Celebrity & Social Action





Percentage-to-grade breakdown


A     93-100


A-   90-92


B+   87-89


B      85-86


B-    80-84


C+   77-79


C      75-76


C-    70-74


D+    67-69


D      65-66


D-    60-64


F      59 and below


Decimals are rounded up or down accordingly








