Guideline for Assignment #2—Chua Paper

I. Intro (probably 2 paragraphs)

· Introduce essay, topic, project, argument (think sentences 1 and 3 of précis)

· Introduce Chua and her creds

· Identify 2 areas of her argument which you are going to examine more closely in light of outside research (use language of the course—identify whether you are examining a claim, or a piece of evidence, or her analysis of problem, solution, etc)

· Introduce each of your two other sources (again, think part of a précis)

· Thesis statement—identify how each of these two sources comments on, supports, or challenges the areas of Chua’s argument you identified (2-3 sentences)

Body Section—plan on a few paragraphs for each Roman numeral section
II. Chua Argument Part 1

· In 1 paragraph, outline the main structure of Chua’s argument: definition of the problem, causes and effects of the problem, existing solutions, her solution (do this so you can refer to specific aspects of her argument later on)
· Explain the claims Chua makes in the first part of the argument you plan to discuss
· Use examples of how Chua supports these claims (or, reverse these and explain the claims she makes using the evidence you are examining)

· Transition--identify the questions that arise from this section of her argument.  Is there a need for a contrasting definition of the terms she uses?  An alternate view of her evidence?  An alternate view of a solution?

III. Source 1

· Re-introduce your first source, giving slightly more detail on the author’s creds and project

· Summarize how the author connects to Chua’s argument—does he/she clarify, illustrate, complicate, etc?

· Explain the author’s claims and evidence

· Explain why these claims and evidence clarify, illustrate, or complicate, etc

· Transition—briefly state the aspects of each author’s argument you find most effective, then state the next area of her argument you feel needs more examination

IV. Chua Argument Part 2

· Explain the claims Chua makes in the second part of the argument you plan to discuss

· Use examples of how Chua supports these claims (or, reverse these and explain the claims she makes using the evidence you are examining)

· Transition--identify how you will be examining this part of her argument—looking at the original source she uses?  Doing your own background research on one of the topics?
V. Source 2

· Re-introduce your first source, giving slightly more detail on the author’s creds and project

· Summarize how the author connects to Chua’s argument—does he/she clarify, illustrate, complicate, etc?

· Explain the author’s claims and evidence

· Explain why these claims and evidence clarify, illustrate, or complicate, etc

· Transition—briefly state the aspects of each author’s argument you find most effective

VI. Conclusion
· Briefly restate your thesis—summarize common ground among the 3 authors, and important differences

· Summarize the aspects of the 3 authors you find most and least effective, and why—after doing research, were you more impressed with Chua’s argument?  Less?  In other words, identify major contributions you think each author made to this topic, and areas where you think each author perhaps falls short

· Identify further areas for research or alternate ways of looking at the problem/solution 
