Project 2: Gathering Information and Managing Sources

In The Ape and the Sushi Master, Frans de Waal explores the characteristics of animal culture and the relevance of that culture to the human condition. To support his argument, de Waal defines and uses examples of culture in various animal societies, with a particular focus on primates, though he also draws on examples from dogs, tigers, and various avian groups. This leads the reader to wonder whether additional examples and evidence would also support de Waal’s claims or even lead to other claims.

In a formal academic essay of 5-6 pages, you will construct an account of de Waal’s project and argument and carry out research tasks to find information or arguments that help to qualify, extend, refine, complicate, or illustrate the claims he makes in one chapter of your choosing. Keep in mind that your purpose is neither to “prove” that de Waal is correct nor to disagree with him, but rather to examine points he may have overlooked – to extend his argument – to raise objections or qualify his claims.

Your research should consist of 3-5 sources, at least two of which you will use in your essay to develop the argument. A mixture of book-length texts, journal and newspaper articles, and no more than three Internet sources are expected, all of which should be carefully examined to determine their credibility.

Rhetorical Requirements:
As you are discussing de Waal’s argument, you will be employing your own rhetorical strategies to convince your reader that the claims you are making are well-supported. To this end, please consider the following:

Audience: Write the paper as if addressing an educated reader unfamiliar with de Waal’s text.

Evidence: Present and analyze specific examples from the text and from your outside research as evidence for your claims. Establish credibility for your evidence, integrate the evidence into your comments on de Waal, and correctly cite the sources both in the body of your essay and in a final Works Cited page using MLA format.

Structure: Use an effective structure that carefully guides the reader from one idea to the next. Pay careful attention to transitions between ideas and paragraphs.

Presentation: Edit your paper thoroughly so that sentences are readable and appropriate for an academic audience. Use proper MLA format for your essay (for more information, see Keys for Writers).

Grade Breakdown:

Group Presentation:
10%


Prospectus:

10%


Final Paper:

80%

Key Learning Outcomes:
For the second assignment, students should demonstrate the ability to:

· Construct an account of an author’s project and argument and carry out small, focused research tasks to find information that helps clarify, extend or complicate that argument; use appropriate reference materials, in order to clarify their understanding of an argument.
Group Presentations: Wednesday, October 14 and Friday, October 16

Prospectus Due: Friday, October 23

Workshop Draft Due: Wednesday, October 28

Final Draft Due: Monday, November 2

PROJECT 2 ESSAY: GATHERING INFORMATION AND MANAGING SOURCES
Your grade reflects your ability to:




                     Strong    Satisfactory  Needs Imp.

	Accurately and effectively introduce and contextualize de Waal, his book, his project, and his argument in your introduction.


	

	Clearly signal to your reader what you plan to discuss in your paper and hint how you’ll present/organize your analysis.


	

	Accurately describe and explain de Waal’s key claims in one chapter and their relationship to the overall argument. Demonstrate a critical comprehension of de Waal’s argument and use of key terms.


	

	Analyzes de Waal’s claims by using outside texts to complicate, extend, or qualify the argument. Makes genuine connections between the texts and demonstrates explicitly how the source develops the argument. Does not merely compare evidence or repeat what the author says.


	

	Effectively use textual evidence to support your analysis.  Adequately introduce, correctly cite, and effectively comment on the sources.

 
	

	Use an effective structure that smoothly guides the reader from one idea to the next.  Your careful attention to transitioning and topic sentences will be considered here.


	

	Have thoroughly edited your paper so that sentences are readable and appropriate for an academic audience. Adhere to MLA format, grammar, and sentence structure.


	

	Thoughtfully and eloquently conclude your discussion.  Discuss the effectiveness and the significance of de Waal’s project.


	

	Demonstrate a strong command of the written language.  Voice and style will be considered here.


	

	Meets the minimum assignment requirements, including length (5-6 pages), outside sources (3-5 cited, at least 2 discussed in the body of the essay), and rough draft.


	

	Other comments:


	


Name:







Grade:
