Project 3: Explaining Rhetorical Strategies

Alex Gibney’s documentary Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room examines one of the largest business scandals in American history. It presents an account of how the scandal unfolded, who the main characters were, and the main factors in the company’s collapse. The film also examines the involvement of Enron traders in the California electricity crisis of 2000 – 2001. In doing so, the film makes several controversial arguments about the elements of Enron’s behavior that most led to its demise and the degree of responsibility the different players should be accountable for.

For this paper, you will analyze rhetorical strategies in Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room for an explanation of the ways in which creators of texts make controversial arguments more acceptable to their audiences, by using rhetorical strategies and appealing to ethos, pathos, and logos. This will require providing an explanation of what the film’s argument is, as well as who the audience seems to be. You will describe, analyze and explain the rhetorical strategies, and discuss how they advance the film’s arguments. This will require that you consider the film maker’s argument, purpose, audience, and the rhetorical situation they are responding to.
In a formal academic essay of approximately 5-7 pages, students should carry out the following tasks:

· Construct an account of the author’s project and argument;

· Describe the rhetorical strategies used in the text to make controversial elements of the argument more acceptable to the audience;

· Provide interpretation and analysis of how the strategies work, and explain why the authors would choose to use these strategies;

· Explain how the strategies advance the authors’ arguments; and,

· Using your analysis of Enron as evidence, explain how creators of texts use rhetorical strategies to engage audiences in thinking about their arguments and to persuade them of their main claims.
Rhetorical Requirements:

Just as you are evaluating the rhetorical strategies Gibney is using, you will be employing rhetorical strategies of your own to convince your reader that the claim you are making is well-supported.  To this end, please consider the following:

Audience: Write the paper as if addressing an educated reader familiar with the film.

Evidence: Present and analyze specific examples from the text as evidence for your claims.

Structure: Edit your paper thoroughly so that sentences are readable and appropriate for an academic audience.
Direction: Have a clear thesis that signals your argument to the reader, and topic sentences that map out your organizational scheme.
Key Learning Outcomes
For this assignment, students should demonstrate the ability to:

· Construct an account of an author’s project and argument and explain rhetorical strategies that the author—and by extension other writers—use to engage readers in thinking about their argument.

First Draft Due: Monday, November 23
Final Draft Due: Friday, December 4
