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Project 1:  Analysis of an Argument in Context

In preparation for this project you have read three selections:  “Idiot Nation,” by Michael Moore; “From Social Class and the Hidden Curriculum of Work,” by Jean Anyon; and “Learning to Read,” by Malcolm X.  Each of these selections exposes contradictions between the design of education in the United States and how it is actually practiced.  The selections we have studied allude to, if not overtly reveal, the authors’ expectations of our schools, which have not been fulfilled.  However, in each complaint, we see the author’s desire for something better, even if this desire is not stated explicitly.
By analyzing one of these arguments, we will begin to explore the relationship between the “real” and the “dream” America.  We will begin to understand how the author uses her or his own American dream as the context for a critique of our educational system.

Directions:  Choose one argument—Moore’s, Anyon’s, or Malcolm X’s—and begin your own analysis of the author’s argument about the failure of educational practices in America.

To prepare for the paper, highlight or mark the text or take notes on the following elements:

· The author’s project:  the work the author is doing

· What is the purpose of the text?

· What assumptions or beliefs about education is the author attempting to challenge or complicate for a specific audience?

· What is the argument about, and what are the author’s central claims?

· How does the author use a diverse body of evidence so that we will accept these claims?

· How does the author demonstrate the effects of the American dream context on the ways she or he critiques American education?

Length:
The paper should be 3-4 pages, double-spaced

Due Dates:
Refer to the class assignment sheet for submission date

Format:
Follow MLA guidelines for line spacing, margins, headers, page numbering, and documentation of sources.  Your paper must be typed using a font no larger than 12 point.

Audience:
Your peers, instructor, and other college-educated readers

Purpose:
Analysis/argument

Project 2:  Exploration of the Context in Which an Argument Is Made

In our readings about money and success, our group of rhetors—Barbara Ehrenreich, Gregory Mantios, Megan Twohey, Kathy Kristof, and Malcolm Gladwell—raises some fundamental questions that relate to our investigation this term, in other words, the way in which we inhabit the real America and the American dream at the same time.  Each author examines a very different set of materials in order to think about this issue and present a compelling argument about the role that money and success play in shaping our American dream.  Gladwell represents an optimistic view that, accounting for individual ability and opportunity, one can rise to the top of his or her field through intense individual effort.  Twohey questions whether a college degree has the value and marketability it once had, whereas Kristof acknowledges that higher education can provide upward mobility, though one should count the return on his or her investment.  Finally, Ehrenreich and Mantios directly challenge the idea that opportunity and success are available to all.
For this paper, you will focus on one of the texts we read.  Explain for someone who has not read the text you choose to examine what the author wants us to see and think about.  In your paper, investigate one of the four aspects of context we discussed in class.  Conduct similar research of your own that helps you to understand the story that your author tells or the work that the text attempts to do in helping us answer the question, “What role do money and success play in the way we inhabit the real America and the American dream at the same time?”

Choose three sources for your paper that include at least two articles and at least one non-internet source (a book or periodical, for example). You may, as one of your sources, pursue your own original research in the markets, newspapers, and transit system of San Diego, or your own work environment.  I envision a tightly-constructed paper, three to five pages.  Here is an idea of how it might look: 
Introduction

· Identify the text and author.

· Describe the main claim being made by the author in the text.

· Provide general identification of contextual element(s) you have researched.

· Give readers an indication of how the paper will proceed (what you will discuss and how it will be organized).

Central Analysis

· Answer the questions in one of the areas of context we discussed in class (e.g., author’s life, works, and purpose; historical context) about one of the assigned readings.
· Present information from other sources that serve to amplify or complicate or modify your text’s central claim, and smoothly integrate this source material into the essay.

· Comment on how your topic fits into the context of the larger conversation about this issue, using your research sources as reference points.
Conclusion

· Given your research, offer your conclusions about the text’s argument.  Stay focused on the text and don’t wander into an argument of your own point of view.
Other Considerations

Quality of Research

· Use valid and worthwhile sources effectively.

Editing

· Create a Works Cited list according to MLA guidelines.  Include in-text citations anywhere you have quoted or paraphrased or referred to material from your outside sources.

Project 3:  Collaborative Project on Notions of the American Dream

Project 3 is twofold.  Both parts will be completed with the same group.  Groups will consist of three or four members and will be responsible for monitoring progress and meeting due dates, monitoring each other’s accountability, settling disputes, and, finally, completing both parts of Project #3 on time.

Part One: Collaborative Essay

Using all the readings we have examined as a contextual framework, each group will write one formal paper approximately six pages long that argues a position or positions regarding the American dream, myth or reality.

· The group will first select a focus/concern, such as an aspect of the American dream myth, such as our so-called classless, color blind society, opportunities for advancement, and/or the role of higher education in obtaining a secure and prosperous future.

· Each group member will initially draft an individual “position” paper to establish his/her position on the issue selected by the group.

· Group members will then decide how to organize their collective paper so as to bring their positions into conversation with each other and fit them within the larger context of the discussion that the chapter readings are a part of. 

· Together, the group will compose an introduction to the essay.

· Individually, members will compose one-page papers that will be integrated into the paper to explain either the collective position of the group or the differing position of each member, or a combination thereof.  For example, if the group finds itself in agreement on one position, each member will explore a different aspect of that position, using applicable quotes and references to support that aspect.  Together, then, the group will have thoroughly supported its position.  On the other hand, if the group wishes to take a variety of stances on the issue, each member will support his or her distinct position with applicable quotes and references. 

· Together, the group will compose a conclusion to the essay.

Criteria for Paper Evaluation

50% of your essay grade will be based on your individual written contribution and 50% will be based on the group’s collective essay.  Once calculated, this grade will be worth 50% of the total grade for Project # 3.

Individual grades will be based on the following criteria:

· Individual position is reasonable and logically developed with clear support (reasons and examples), using the course readings as a contextual framework.

· Discussion includes key terms, concepts from the readings so as to explain the general context of the debate.

· The authors’ claims from the readings are used as catalysts for your discussion, rather than simply as a source of agreement or disagreement.

· MLA style in-text citations and/or footnotes are used any time essay uses quotes, paraphrases or references to material from the readings.

· Paper is edited for spelling, punctuation and grammar errors

Group grade will be based on the following criteria:

· Introduction:  The scope of the debate is broadly outlined; the readings are briefly introduced and the authors’ positions summarized; signpost/metadiscourse announcing paper’s project and how the paper will proceed is included in the introductory section.

· Overall structure effectively synthesizes the group’s position(s) and smoothly integrates individual parts, carefully guiding the reader from one idea to the next.

· Conclusion brings discussion to closure, without repeating statements made earlier in the paper.

· Paper is edited for spelling, punctuation and grammar errors

· MLA style in-text citations and/or footnotes are used any time essay uses quotes, paraphrases or references to material from the readings.

· Works Cited list is completed according to MLA guidelines.

Part Two: Group Visual Presentation of Argument

Using the position(s) argued in the group’s essay as the contextual framework, each group will create a visual presentation using Power Point to effectively communicate the group’s position(s).  This presentation should demonstrate a distinctly different manner of presenting the group’s position(s), a visual argument as opposed to a written argument.  Therefore, while the basis of the argument is the same, the resulting products are entirely different.  The written argument expressed in the essay should not become a script or bulleted list in the presentation. 

· Presentations should last about 10 minutes and will take place as noted in the assignment schedule.

Criteria for Presentation Evaluation

The visual presentation will be worth 50% of the total grade for Project 3 and will be based entirely on the group work, with no separate individual component.  The group grade will be based on the following criteria:

· Presentation communicates the topic, the purpose, and the arguments/positions clearly and in a visually effective manner.

· Presentation demonstrates an understanding of the uses and effects of visual rhetoric through technology, meaning that images and audio/visual technology are used effectively to make the case for the positions taken on the issue.

· Presentation includes an introduction/overview and closing comments/insights. Smooth transitions easily guide viewers through the visual argument.

Group Evaluations

All group members are expected to collaborate and contribute equally to all aspects of the group paper and the group presentation.  Upon completion of both parts of Project 3, each group member will individually evaluate the contribution of the other group members to the group project by filling out an evaluation sheet and assigning points to indicate the value of each group member’s contribution. This process will be confidential and will contribute toward the class participation portion of your grade in RWS 200.
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