Rifkin – discussion starters, reading strategies, and homework

Discussion starters
1. Begin discussion of Rifkin and general issues raised. 
2. Briefly discuss the general topic of animal rights.
3. Make a class list of common attitudes/assumptions about animal rights (both pro and con) 

4. Referring to this list of audience attitudes, have students locate passages in the text that may be designed to speak to one of these attitudes. 


Reading Rifkin – some useful strategies

1) Down one margin of the text, make comments about the content of the paragraph (what it says), questions or reactions to the text, connections, etc.  Down the opposite margin, note the rhetorical work you see happening in a particular section (what it does).  For example, you may note when the author is making a claim, providing support, signaling their project or the organization of their text, clarifying a point, employing a rhetorical appeal, etc.  

2) Underline or highlight important key terms or passages.    

3) Note unfamiliar words or allusions (for example, with a squiggled line) and look them up.  You may wish to jot down a few defining words that will be helpful to you later.  

4) Note the main argument and project of an author.  For example, you may wish to put a box around relevant passages.  

5) Circle important signal words such as but, however, therefore, in conclusion, for example, so, etc.  
6) Demarcate sections of the text (a strategy called charting or chunking) where an author seems to be engaged in a certain type of work and/or is developing a certain aspect of their argument.  Identifying when the author “shifts gears” can help you mark off sections of a text.  We will talk more about this strategy in class.  
7) Note when the author uses the word “I.” This can help you see where the author has inserted themselves in the text (to explain position, what they are doing, the structure of their argument, clarify argument, etc)  
“Warm Up” Assignment Using Rifkin (please post to Blackboard)

This low stakes “warm up” assignment is designed to prepare you for the first paper, and help me identify some areas of your writing that I can help with. This mini-assignment will consist of just 2 paragraphs. 

First, an introductory paragraph that describes the author, his text, his argument, and the context. You may use an expanded version of the rhetorical précis template to do this.

Second, a well-developed paragraph that explains one of the rhetorical strategies Rifkin uses.  In this case, I would like you to write about Rifkin’s strategy of describing some of the most common objections typically raised against the idea that animals and humans share essential traits, along with rebuttals to these objections. For example, Rifkin notes that “philosophers and animal behaviorists have long argued that other animals are not capable of self-awareness because they lack a sense of individualism.” Discuss this strategy, how it works, and why Rifkin uses it – how it supports his argument and persuades the reader. 

NOTE 1: take a look at the sample rhetorical analyses I gave you.

NOTE 2: when analyzing a text rhetorically, we often start with some identifiable element of the text - word choice, stylistic choice, the way evidence is presented, the use of an anecdote or story, an appeal to pathos, etc., AND then ask 1) "Why is that element there?" What difference would it make if it were not there? What other choices might the author have made? The answer to these questions often leads us toward a rhetorical/persuasive strategy. 2) THEN, we ask another question -- "why would the writer want to generate that effect -- how does that help to advance the writer's argument?"  The answer to this 2nd "why," is the heart of a rhetorical analysis.
