Assignment #1: Constructing an Account of an Argument
In “The Moral Instinct,” Harvard University psychology professor Stephen Pinker explores the “new science” that has developed around morality, as well as the various implications it has for us as a culture and as individuals. For this paper, you will construct an account of Pinker’s project and argument in a formal academic essay of approximately 4 – 6 pages in which you carry out the following tasks:

· Describe Pinker’s project and argument.

· Present what you see as Pinker’s most important or interesting claims, and explain how the claims relate to the overall argument.

· Describe how Pinker strategically organizes his text and how this influences what he has to say.

· Analyze and evaluate the different kinds of evidence Pinker uses and the different methods (or strategies) he uses to guide the reader’s understanding of that evidence in order to advance his argument.
· Comment on the effectiveness of the strategies Pinker uses to persuade the readers to accept his claims.

· Comment on the significance of this article – what difference it might make to readers.

Rhetorical Requirements:

Just as you are evaluating the rhetorical strategies Pinker is using, you will be employing rhetorical strategies of your own to convince your reader that the claim you are making about Pinker’s argument is well-supported.  To this end, please consider the following:
Audience: Write the paper as if addressing an educated reader unfamiliar with Pinker’s text.
Evidence: Present and analyze specific examples from the text as evidence for your claims.  Quotations and references from any text must be properly integrated and cited (for more information on integrating sources, see They Say/I Say).
Structure: Use an effective structure that carefully guides the reader from one idea to the next.  Pay careful attention to transitions between ideas and paragraphs.

Presentation: Edit your paper thoroughly so that sentences are readable and appropriate for an academic audience.  Use proper MLA format for your essay (for more information, see Keys for Writers).
Key Learning Outcomes
For the first assignment, students should demonstrate the ability to:

· Describe and analyze an author’s argument, claims, project, support and rhetorical strategies.

First Draft Due: Wednesday, September 30
Final Draft Due: Monday, October 5
