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Thoughts on Conferencing

This week I'm meeting with each of my students for a mandatory ten-minute draft
conference. I plan on conducting these like I would a tutoring session—TI'll ask the student if they
have particular questions or concerns we can address, establish an agenda with them, and either
focus on those particular concerns or quickly read through the entire text so I can give them some
global feedback. Whether I continue to require conferences for the other two papers will depend
on how helpful students find these, but I think in theory one-on-one consultations are a powerful
pedagogical tool. Meeting individually to work on a draft, and even cancelling regular class to do
it, communicate the value of revision, the relationality of writing, and hopefully, how seriously I
take them as a student writer.

Students signed up for their preferred time in class on Friday. I'm meeting with them
outside the Starbucks at the Student Union—a location that | hope feels comfortable, and like
neutral territory. I'm eager for the opportunity to work with them on a more personal basis.



