PROJECT 1: CONSTRUCTING AN ACCOUNT OF PINKER’S ARGUMENT
**Hold onto this rubric, you will need it to turn in a revision**

Name:____________________________________

	Pts
	Points are determined by how well you:
	Paper
	Revision

	15
	Introduction: Accurately and effectively introduce and contextualize Pinker, his article, his project, and his argument in your introduction. 


	
	

	5
	Purpose Statement: Clearly signal your reader what you plan to discuss in your paper and hint how you’ll present/organize your analysis. 


	
	

	15
	Introduction and/or body: Accurately describe Pinker’s main argument and main claims.  Your ability to demonstrate a critical comprehension of Pinker’s argument, as well as is considered here. 


	
	

	15
	Body—Claims and evidence: Analyze the ways in which he supports his claims (evidence) and the moves or strategies he employs to advance these claims. 

	
	

	10
	Body—Organization and audience: Describe the author’s style of writing, the arrangement of his presentation and the probable audience he is hoping to reach. Include some discussion of the assumptions he makes about his audience and how that influences his argument. 


	
	

	10
	Conclusion: Assess the strength of Pinker’s claims in the text, based on his overall goal, the audience he is trying to reach, and the evidence and strategies he uses to persuade that audience. 


	
	

	10
	Evidence from text: Effectively use textual evidence to support your analysis of Pinker’s argument and his rhetorical strategies.  Your ability to adequately introduce, correctly cite, and effectively comment on your quotes will be considered here.


	
	

	10
	Structure: Use an effective structure that smoothly guides the reader from one idea to the next.  Your careful attention to transitioning and topic sentences will be considered here.


	
	

	5
	Grammar/Proofreading: Have thoroughly edited your paper so that sentences are readable and appropriate for an academic audience (tone).  Grammar and sentence level issues are considered here.


	
	

	5
	MLA: Correct formatting in paper and Annotated Works Cited Page
	
	

	Total:

100
	
	Your Total:


	


