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SAN DIEGO STATE
UNIVERSITY



RWS 100: The Rhetoric of Written Argument
Sample Spring 2010 SYLLABUS

Professor: Dr. Strangelove 


Email: drlove@mail.sdsu.edu
Office: AH 3181



Phone: 594 3882

Office Hours: 
Tuesday 1-3 & appointment

Required Texts and Materials:

1. RWS 100 Course Reader (available at Aztec bookstore)

2. Gladwell, Outliers
3. Graff & Birkenstein I Say/They Say: the Moves that Matter in Academic Writing 
4. Ann Raimes Keys for Writers, 6th edition
WHAT IS THE STORY OF THIS COURSE?

“Argument is the essence of education.” Christopher Lasch 

“Rhetoric may be defined as the faculty of observing in any given case the available means of persuasion.” Aristotle, Rhetoric
1. You will be challenged by ideas presented in argument form which you will learn how to discuss, interpret, analyze, explain and respond to.

2. You will learn how to recognize and analyze the rhetorical appeals and strategies used in visual and written texts. 
3. I look for you to explore and express your points of view as we embark on this journey through some of the many discourses we create with our verbal and visual languages. 

You will practice interpreting, analyzing and producing written arguments, because this is central to academic literacy, critical thinking, and civic life. You will learn to write and revise papers in which you address complex arguments effectively, use source materials responsibly and make sound decisions about audience, context, structure, and purpose. 

WHAT ARE THE COURSE REQUIREMENTS?
You will accomplish these goals through a variety of pursuits that fulfill the outcomes for RWS 100:

· You must bring your own copy of the text to every class session.

· You will compose a variety of papers (4 in-depth critical papers, weekly short essays, including homework journals and in-class responses) as well as group presentations and visual projects (may be collaborative) that we’ll use as a basis for class discussion and investigation of readings and visual texts. 
· Your participation in every class & all scheduled conferences is crucial for your success and 20% of your grade overall.
· After each major project, you will complete a reflection, or metadiscourse which will  comprise 10% of the paper’s grade.
what are the classroom policies & procedures?
· Blackboard: Please check announcements before you start for class in case I have posted some last-minute and necessary information. 
· Attendance Policy: PLEASE READ CAREFULLY
(Please notify me if you will be absent from class. 

(Your limit is 3 hours, including documented illness, without penalty. 

Your attendance in class is assumed and you will receive credit for your work at each meeting. If your name does not appear on the sign-in sheet, you will be marked absent for that class. Documented illness, if extensive, can effect your satisfactory completion of this required course.  One full letter grade for Participation will fall per class that you miss above the limit (again, THREE HOURS). More than three tardies will become one absence
( Bboard posts and in-class work make up a significant chunk of participation

As classes will be full of insightful discussions, enlightening workshops and edifying instruction, it is crucial that you attend all class sessions.  In-class activities have been designed to boost your understanding of the readings, sharpen your writing and editing skills, and offer you the essential tools to succeed in this class.  Regular attendance will greatly elevate your chances of performing well.  Simply showing up for class, however, will not be enough.  I expect the class to be the site of lively intellectual activity, which is not the sound of one voice (mine), but rather your voices as you challenge your own beliefs, encounter new ideas, question our texts, welcome new points of view, and—always—contribute respectfully and thoughtfully.  Regular participation during class will positively affect our collective classroom experience (and probably raise your final grade).  Failing to contribute your unique voice will strip the class of its diversity (and probably lower your final grade).    


· Classroom Expectations: The following list covers expectations for in-class behavior:
1. Turn off all cell phones, iPods, IM’s, iPhones, etc. Laptops must be used in ways relevant to our class (not your mail or a paper for Poli Sci). Your professional courtesy will allow everyone in the room the best advantage in this course.

2. Arrive on time, be prepared with all readings, and bring all texts under investigation.

3. All work must be your own. Plagiarism will result in an F on the assignment and a referral to Judicial Review.

· Due Dates: All work is due the day it is due. Short papers, drafts, and in-class assignments are (1) keyed to the class inquiry at that moment, and (2) regarded by me and graded as a step in your progress through the course and the sequence of assignments. They may not be made up at a later date – even later that night, by email. (No – Nein – Non – Nyet) You may email me a short paper before class if you will be absent that day. For each class that a major project is late, one full letter grade will fall.    
· Professional Presentation of Your Texts: All work must be typed in MLA style (see MLA guidelines at the Pac, a handbook, or Easybib online for this format). No disks or emails, please. Final drafts must show evidence of editing and proofreading for errors.

· Special Needs: If you have special learning needs or are registered with Disabled Student Services, please let me know so that I can accommodate your needs.

· Problems: If you run into problems or emergencies, talk to me as soon as possible.  
HOW IS WORK IN THIS COURSE GRADED?

The Fine Print: Big projects and papers, & Participation are graded according to the SDSU community scale (A=Outstanding; B=Praiseworthy; C=Satisfactory; D=Not so much; F=No credit). 

	Assignment
	% OF GRADE

	Assignment 1: Constructing an Account
	15%

	Assignment 2: Gathering Information and Managing Sources
	30%

	Assignment 3: Explaining Rhetorical Strategies
	20%

	Assignment 4: Lens/Portfolio/Group Presentation 
	15%

	Participation and in-class writing: Attendance, Bboard posts, in class writing, etc
	 20%

	Total
	100%


DUE DATES

	Paper #1
Tuesday, Feb 23

Paper #2


Thursday, March 25

Paper #3


Tuesday April 20 

Paper #4


Final day of class 
   
Final Reflection

            Written during the final exam period


