Pinker  Discussion Starters 

1. Find connections to current discussions and events – see op-eds on wiki.

2. Start with questionnaire, or other activity to prime students to start thinking about the issues raised in text. See morality quiz, or thought experiements mentioned in the article and other articles.  

Give students a set of questions about hypothetical situations, and ask them to judge the morality. Ask them how they ground their moral intuitions. 

Pre-reading/research activities 

Jig saw exercise: assign students small research tasks that will help the class understand Gladwell’s argument. Have them present this work individually or in groups.


Research questions:

· Who is Gladwell, what is his background, what kind of author is he and what kind of writing does he do? What other work has he done? What are his qualifications, who does he write for, and what’s up with the crazy hair? 

· What kind of publication is the New Yorker? How is it regarded, what kind of reputation does it have, what does it publish, and what kind of audience does it speak to? 

· How many people are without health care in California, and why does this matter (you may want to direct students to the Governor’s fact sheet at http://gov.ca.gov/index.php?/fact-sheet/5064/ 

· Where does the U.S. system rank in terms of quality of care and cost of care?

· Interview friends about health insurance 

Supplementary info on key figures and concepts mentioned in the text

· Susan Starr Sered and Rushika Fernanopulle (Uninsured in America); what is “moral hazard,” and who is Mark Pauly? What are Medicare and Medicaid? What is “social insurance”? What are “co-payments,” “deductibles,” “health savings accounts”?

