FINDING expressions and verbs for assignment 2

In groups, come up with words and expressions that will work with the 4 moves (complicate, extend, etc.) See the handout on transitions and signal expressions.

Come up with verbs and expressions for the following moves.

1. EXTENDS. “Moore says X.  Author Y extends Moore’s claim by….” 

Gives additional proof…likewise..Correspondingly… 

Elaborates, confirms, advances, illustrates, adds to, supplements, 

Furthermore 

2. COMPLICATES: “Moore says X.  However…” 

In contrast….    In opposition to, challenge, critiques, objects, argues against, compares to, contends with, 

Objects to, opposes, 

Author Y extends

Example: In his article “Sick and Twisted,” Atul Gawande acknowledges the role that Michael Moore’s film “Sicko” plays in exposing the average American to problems with the United States health-care system; however, he is also critical of the film, arguing that it fails to provide adequate solutions to the problems it identifies. Gawande complicates Moore’s argument by arguing that much of the problem that it lies within Americans themselves and their reluctance to make the kinds of sacrifices that will be required in order to truly recreate that system rather than in the “insurance companies, pharmaceutical-industry lobbyists, [and] politicians” that Moore claims are the source.

Exercise: in groups, come up with an argument. Write it down, then compose a series of statements that illustrate, clarify, extend or complicate the argument.

EXERCISE: TRANSITIONS, CONNECTIVES & ATTRIBUTIONS

1) Identify problems with transitions, connectives and attributions in the paragraphs below.

2) Add connectives, attributions or transitional words from the reader to fix the paragraphs below.

1. Bass argues that there is a direct and powerful causal link between media and violence.  2. Male students exposed to slasher films were found to be much more callous in their view of women and much more likely to say they would carry out a rape if they could be sure they would not be caught.  3. The horror writer Stephen King argues that horror movies provide an outlet for the darker side of human nature.  4. Horror movies make us less likely to carry out the acts we see on the screen, since they purge us of the need to actually do such things.  5. Males argues that the relationship between media and violence has been vastly exaggerated.  6. While crime went down in the 1990s, media violence went way up.  7. If the media was a major cause of violence, then rates of violence should have gone up in the 1990s.  8. But they didn’t.  9. And people in other countries watch the same TV shows we do, but have far lower rates of violent crime. 10. George Gerbner argues that media doesn’t cause violence directly, but that it cultivates attitudes and fears that may help promote violence, and which may make it harder to address the root causes of violence.  11. I think there is a link between media and violence, but I think this link has been overstated.  12. I agree with Males that the link has been exaggerated.  13. But I think that comparisons with other countries may be inaccurate, since people in other countries watching American programming may not be effected the same way as Americans are.  14. Americans may be more influenced, since they don’t think it is happening somewhere else.  15. I also agree with Gerbner that the media cultivates attitudes and fears that may help promote violence. 16.  But I think that there are also direct influences involving modeling of behavior, desensitization to violence, and incitement to commit violent acts.

