Project 2: SAMPLE BODY PARAGRAPHS


SAYING

Issues within Moore’s conversation about health care in the U.S. have been widely discussed, especially since his debut.  Certain aspects of these discussions can be looked at as extensions of Moore’s argument.  As previously mentioned, Moore claims that the opponents of universal health care use scare tactics to attempt to convince citizens to be unsupportive of universal health care.  This is evident in Moore’s documentary when he sarcastically shows clips of the scare tactics used by opponents, such as how he highlights footage of socialist countries in a ridiculously seeming way.  As an extension of this claim, Paul Krugman, a writer for The New York Times, writes about additional problems behind the positions of opponents of universal heath care in “The Waiting Game” (2007).  Krugman’s project is to refute the arguments of opponents to universal health care by outlining how their claims about U.S. health care are faulty.  As part of this, Krugman suggests the opponents’ arguments sum up to be “fairy tales about health care here in America” and suggests that the opponents’ claims about the U.S. system have “little resemblance to reality” (1-2).  This claim of Krugman’s extends Moore’s argument because it adds additional discussion to Moore’s claim that opponents of UHC do not accurately represent the truth behind the issue.  While Moore mentions the scare tactics used by opponents, he never addressees how the opponents misrepresent the system in the U.S.  Krugman’s claims are significant extensions to Moore’s argument in that they help strengthen his claims against those in favor of the current system.

DOING

i. Topic sentence with transition:  Issues within Moore’s conversation about health care in the U.S. have been widely discussed, especially since his debut.  Certain aspects of these discussions can be looked at as extensions of Moore’s argument.  As previously mentioned,

ii. Moore’s claim under investigation: Moore claims that the opponents of universal health care use scare tactics to attempt to convince citizens to be unsupportive of UHC.  

iii. Examples of this claim: Moore sarcastically shows clips of scare tactics used by opponents, such as how he highlights footage of socialist countries in a ridiculous seeming way.  

iv. Transition to outside source:  As an extension of this claim, 

v. Introduce outside source contextually: Paul Krugman, a writer for The New York Times, writes about additional problems behind the positions of opponents of universal heath care in “The Waiting Game” (2007).

vi. Outside source’s project/argument: Krugman’s project is to refute the arguments of opponents to universal health care by outlining how their claims about U.S. health care are faulty.

vii. Claim of outside source used for analysis (with quote):  As part of this, Krugman suggests the opponents’ arguments sum up to be “fairy tales about health care here in America” and suggests that the opponents’ claims about the U.S. system have “little resemblance to reality” (1-2).    

viii. What is the connection:  This claim of Krugman’s extends Moore’s argument 

ix. Why is this the connection: because it adds additional discussion to Moore’s claim that opponents of UHC do not accurately represent the truth behind the issue.

x. Commentary on significance/effect:  While Moore mentions the scare tactics used, he never addresses how the opponents misrepresent the system in the U.S.  Krugman’s claims are a significant extensions to Moore’s argument in that they help strengthen his claims against those in favor of the current system.

Body Paragraphs that Analyze Relations Between Texts
SAMPLE 1:  Michael F. Cannon, director of health policy studies at the Libertarian Cato Institute, complicates Moore’s argument for the ‘right’ to universal health care, by posing logistical questions that he claims Moore has failed to consider. In a short section entitled, “A Right to Health Care? Moore assumptions,” adapted from a book that he co-authored, Healthy Competition: What’s Holding Back Health Care and How to Free It, Cannon queries, “Medical care can be as essential to survival as food. But does it follow that people have a right to medical care? Would creating a legally enforceable ‘right’ to health care solve America’s health-care difficulties, as Moore supposes? Or would it add to them?” Cannon acknowledges that medical care is essential to human life, as does Moore, but suggests that providing this care is not as simple as merely declaring it to be a human right. There are many important, logistical elements that are missing from Moore’s supposed solution, including where the money to subsidize health care will come from, who will be given the ‘power’ to conceptualize this program, and how one might define the scope of a ‘right’ to unlimited, free medical care. Cannon asserts, “with the wide variety of tests and treatments, someone must decide where the right to health care ends, less the nation be bankrupt…most nations hand that power to unelected bureaucrats, who ration medical care- often by making even seriously ill patients wait for care.” In Cannon’s view, the conception of universal health care is perhaps not quite as flawless as Moore portrays in the ‘traveling’ vignettes in Sicko. He exposes the problems of cost efficiency and care rationing, stating that while policy makers are deciding how to provide equal care for every citizen, those who are in dire need of receiving it, might die waiting for an answer. Essentially, Cannon complicates Moore’s ‘assumption’ of a right to health care, by considering the difficulties associated with assigning this privilege, and demonstrating how Moore has failed to acknowledge the complexity of implementing universal medical care. 
SAMPLE 2 Michael Moore vehemently claims that America should adopt a universal health care system with free medical insurance for all. Jacob S. Hacker, author of "Healing Our Sicko Health Care System" complicates Moore's claim by suggesting that his argument's limitation lies in the fact that Moore fails to provide a realistic solution. Hacker argues that Moore's position should be revised to include a more realistic plan for free health care and faults Moore's choice to ignore the Medicare system. Hacker then extends Moore's argument by providing his own solution to the problems Moore discusses in his film. Hacker believes Medicare has "controlled expenses better than the private sector, spends little n administration, and allows patients to seek care from nearly every doctor and hospital" (735). Hacker agrees that change is necessary, but furthers Moore's original argument by providing what he believes to be a suitable and real solution to the health care crisis. 

SAMPLE 3: Liz Mair complicates Michael Moore’s claim that adoption of a universal health care system is an almost flawless solution to the crisis by challenging that “its depiction of systems of socialized medicine is far off base.”  Mair, a former member of the NHS (British National Health Service) believes that Moore fails to address all of the facts regarding socialized health care capturing only the good, while editing out the bad.  One particular area of neglect is the incredible amount of wait time often required for NHS patients to see a doctor.  Mair illustrates, “in September 2006, more than 6,000 patients in eastern England had to wait more than 20 weeks to begin treatment already prescribed by their doctors”.  Moore’s camera only focuses on the patients’ laughter and confusion whenever he asks how much they had to pay for their hospital visit but fails to consider that it takes much longer to receive treatment under this socialized system.  Another problem with NHS that Sicko neglects to mention are the cases where people have been denied life-saving medical treatment because the government controls and limits access to it. Mair points out that Moore fails to mention “stories such as those widely publicized in 2006 and 2007 about cancer patients who were denied access to life-saving cancer drugs by the NHS, which had refused to make them available because they were not “cost-effective” (i.e., cheap).”  Mair uses these factual examples and more to show the inefficiencies of NHS that Moore purposefully leaves out of his film.  While Moore depicts American insurance companies as the money hungry monster whose goal is financial gain more than quality of care, Mair’s examples seem to suggest that he has not dealt with the full complexity of the issue as it is obvious that NHS is capable of the same.  Although Moore’s interviews may be accurate they fail to look at some of NHS’ inefficiencies and only highlight its strengths.
Template phrases:

1) Author, term (illustrates, clarifies, extends, complicates), Moore’s claim (insert chosen claim), by…(cite evidence from the author’s text). 

2) Author, term (illustrates, etc) the matter/claim/idea/concept further by stating/asserting/revealing…(cite evidence from the supplementary text).

3) Moore’s claim regarding (insert claim), is (insert appropriate term), by (author), in his/her article/editorial/book (insert attribution phrase), as he/she states/claims/argues/queries, (insert author’s claim).

4) If the text is ‘doing’ more than one thing to Moore’s argument: Not only does (state the author)’s claim regarding (insert author’s claim) + (appropriate term) Moore’s argument of (insert Moore’s claim), it also (insert correlating term) this idea by (cite additional evidence from the author’s text).     OR

In addition to (insert appropriate term) Moore’s argument concerning (insert Moore’s claim), (author’s name) + also (correlating term) the argument by (cite additional evidence from the author’s text). 

Examples using templates:

1) Author, Michael Cannon, complicates Moore’s argument for a ‘right’ to universal health care, by revealing important issues not considered by Moore, including financial strain and provision of extensive medical care.

3)  Moore’s claim regarding the failure of profit-based health insurance companies to protect their clients, is extended by a staff writer from KMBC-TV in Kansas City, when he provides a follow-up on Julie Pierce’s devastating testimonial, debuted in Moore’s film, of losing her husband to cancer after he was denied life-saving treatments. KMBC-TV claims that Moore’s documentary gave Pierce “a voice and a stage.”

4) In addition to illustrating Moore’s argument concerning the excessive price tags of poor health-insurance plans, and the need for drastic modification of our current system, author Scott Shore, in his article, “The Nightmare of Universal Health Care,” complicates Moore’s argument by claiming that universal health-care is not the appropriate solution for our health-care mess.
TEMPLATE # 2


Author A complicates Author B’s argument by ______________, _______________, and ____________________.

Author A suggests that Author B fails to ______________________.

Author A acknowledges that Author B is_________________________ yet Author B still does not/does not address _____________________________________________.

Although Author A agrees with Author B that ____________________ he/she (refutes/counters/rebuts) _________________________.

Author A’s assertion contrasts with Authors B’s claim that ___________________
Illustrating, clarifying, extending, and complicating

Examples
Example 1:  In “The Moral Hazard Myth,” Malcolm Gladwell argues that the U. S. Healthcare system is deeply flawed due to the erroneous application of the idea of moral hazard.  He argues that this has a profound impact on shaping our current health care system and that the predominant actuarial insurance model is a direct result of the application of this idea to health insurance.  Gladwell demonstrates how this actuarial system affects Americans, focusing primarily on those in the lower income brackets and below the poverty line who are impacted most significantly.  Robert Pear’s article “Without Health Benefits, A Good Life Turns Fragile,” extends Gladwell’s argument concerning the impact of the current insurance system to those in the middle class.  His profile of real estate agent Vicki Readling, who was unable to insure herself after being diagnosed with cancer because of the exorbitant cost ($27,000 per year), illustrates Gladwell’s point that the sick are clustered together at the high cost end of the insurance spectrum while also extending the argument about the negative effects of the actuarial system to a class of American’s that Gladwell’s article did not directly address (Readling’s income is $60,000). 

Example 2: In his article “Sick and Twisted,” Atul Gawande acknowledges the role that Michael Moore’s film “Sicko” plays in exposing the average American to the atrocities of the United States health-care system; however, he is critical of the film in that it fails to provide solutions to the problems it identifies.  Gawande complicates Moore’s argument about the source of the problems in the U.S. system by arguing that it lies within Americans themselves and their reluctance to make the kinds of sacrifices that will be required in order to truly recreate that system rather than in the “insurance companies, pharmaceutical-industry lobbyists, [and] politicians” that Moore claims are the source.
