Prospectus for Project 2: Managing Sources
Due: 10/20

It’s a good idea to write a prospectus before you construct a paper from several sources because it gives you a chance to think through your project and play with ideas. That’s all a prospectus asks you to do: take a page and think through your paper. What will it talk about? How will your sources help? What might your paper look like? 

If you go over one page, that’s fine. If anything, it will help you better articulate your ideas for your paper.

Your prospectus should include the following parts:

· Introduction: this is where you will give some background on the central text and discuss why it is of interest to you and others.  Consider the following questions:

· What is the topic your author discusses in this central text? 

· What interests you about this central text? 

· What claims in this author’s argument will you explore? 
· Research: this where you connect the two secondary sources you will be using to write this paper. Consider the following questions:
· How do these secondary sources connect to your central text? 

· What issue(s) in these secondary sources will your paper explore?

· HOW do these outside sources affect your understanding of the central text? Think in terms of verbs, what the outside text does to your reading of the central text, i.e. clarify, illustrate, extend or complicate. WHY do they do that? In other words, in what ways do they make you re-visit the central text?
· Conclusion: this is where you round up your prospectus. This section should highlight your main point – i.e., your purpose for writing this paper.

·  At this moment, what do you think the main point of your paper will be? This may be a good opportunity to write your “purpose statement.”
MLA Works Cited Page, annotated. Under each source entry, write a few sentences why you selected the source. 
