Introducing Rhetorical Strategies

Some Short Texts & Materials to Consider
■ Kristof's "It Takes a School, Not Missiles." (on Blackboard in the 3 Cups folder)

■ Rifkin's "A Change of Heart about Animals" (there are sample analyses of strategies and sample student papers on Blackboard.)

■ Political Ads, posters, web sites. The strategy of talking about “real America” and “pro-America” and “anti-America” parts of the U.S., of “the best of America,” the “patriotic America” is humorously analyzed on the Daily Show: 
http://www.thedailyshow.com/full-episodes/index.jhtml?episodeId=188632 (connection to populism as strategy). 
■ Powerpoints on strategies, including Chris’ conference talk, and one on the way politicians use antimetabole.
■ Material on drug ads and “Branding a Condition,” by Parry.
■ CARS model materials & article by Sutton; sample journal abstracts, etc.
Some Tips
· Even if you don’t use the Rifkin article, you may want to have students look at the sample papers in order to model some of phrases, terms and moves that go into the analysis of rhetorical strategies.

· You could start by looking at elements of texts that you have considered when charting. For example, the material on introducing strategies on Blackboard contains discussions of rebuttals, qualifications, metalanguage, etc., that you can draw from.  You may also wish to refer back to passages in Rushkoff and Chua.
· We aim to get students to hit all 3 parts of a rhetorical analysis – a) correct identification of a strategy, b) how it works, c) why it is used (and if you wish, consideration of effectiveness).  You may find the third part the one you need to work on and push students to capture. You decide how ambitious you will be and how you will grade.  
· Some teachers give students a small list of key rhetorical strategies and ask them to focus on these. Some give no list, fearing that students will play “hunt the strategy/trope” in a reductive, mechanical way. They want the students to do the hard interpretive work, and are happy to let students “name” the strategy themselves. Others prefer to give a list. It’s up to you.


Why rhetorical strategies/moves matter

1. It’s important for cultivating important habits of thought – you can call this rhetorical sensibility, critical thinking, better understanding of academic discourse. Your students do not come to the university thinking of knowledge as something made in disciplinary communities, conducted via particular forms of argument, in genres in which distinctive moves are made. THEY are used to encountering knowledge in text books, that comes from nowhere, is settled, does not need to persuade, and has no obvious moves. 

2. It’s important to develop their sense of agency and their understanding of academic work – lots of research suggests that  students struggle to “invent the university,” to imagine the weird assortment of tribes, territories, secret handshakes, ways of speaking, arguing, thinking. They don’t understand that style is strategy, that communicating in particular ways is also thinking in particular ways. They feel largely outside this strange, foreign process. One of the key ways in which they can a) decipher academic writing, b) understand the community, and c) imagine entry points for themselves, is through the analysis and production of rhetorical strategies and moves.

Sample Materials (see Blackboard for full list) 
